It's official (wel

I, unofficial): Scotland are the best team in the

history of football. But not the current champs - that's Angola.
Welcome to the Unofficial Football World Championships

Senetish foothall fins in Apnl 1967, 30,000
members of the Tartan Armmy rravelled
down to Wembley to see their side take on
World Cup holders | ngland. Famously
thanks to a legendary performance from
Jim Baxter and goals from Dems Law, Bobby
Lennox and Jim McCalliog, Scotland won
3.2 Scortish fans danced across the pitch,
diggng up fistfuls of Wembley turf to take
hack across the border as souvenurs of the win
But this was much more than a victory over
the suld enemy. In defeaung the world
champions, Scottish foothall fans reasoned
that they had also taken their crown
In 1967, Scotland were the Unofficial
Champions of the Waorld
Fans of other nationalities unsurpnsingly
dismissed the Scotush fans' claim as idle
terrace banter But then a man with oo much
ume and no social commutments checked the
statistics. After a trawl through hundreds of
international results spanning the enure
breadth of foothalling history, the truth was
finally revealed. Not only were Scutland the
1967 unofficial champrons, but they were also,

II'- a story particularly familiar to all
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acconding o the statistics, the best team in the

world oo “l”\tnln

Consider if World Cups, continental
(}um]nun\hlr\. FIFA rankings and the like
had never been invented. Consider if
football’'s world championship was decided
like boung’s world rankings. Consider if every
match involving the world champion was
automatically a ttle match, with the
championship being retained or passed on
depending upon 1hc result. This is the
philosophy behind the Unofficial Football
World Championships, or UFWC for the
short-of-breath, the only international
foothall competition you've never heard of.
According to the UFWC, it all began 132
years ago, with the very first international
ﬁwlnlrnnutth. Scotland against England in
Glasgow on November 30 1872. The winner
of the match could safely claum w be the best
international foothall team in the world - i
the absence of any other challengers.
hubctahl’y._dr gnmﬁn;l:dﬂr:ﬂc-.ndw
hmng nghts were up. But, on
\ 8 1873 at London's Kennington Oval,

The Unefficial Football
World Championship kicks off
between England and Scotland

Never mind Jules Rimet, in
1966 England also snatched

« the UFWC title back from
the Germans
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and other dedicated stattos were
promptod into acton by discwssions
ahull's unolfical champeons on rado
ans and in newspapers. After m h
g. their research was comluned to
% 8 definuuve set of UFWC stars, and
warly years the UFWC, like foothall in
was domunated by the hone Iulri":\
reganal the UFWT e in IN7Y,
retook it in 1880, and the utle
hsch anel foorth bactweoen the two until
pinning of the 20th century IT\::’l
and W ales entered the fray In 1% ;
best Scotlansd 20 o take the title, mL
wssed between Fogland, Scotland
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cland and Wales for the next 25 years
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Northern Ircland won the UFWC for the

haven had much te

elebrate in recent st ome in 1927, and the home natons
years - but ol Least ntinued to scrap it out until Furopean and
their leam s still the world tournaments meant sides from all

around the globe began to play each other

I'he first World Cup tournament didn't
take place unol 1930, §8 years after the first
internavonal had been played. In a frankly
preposterous oversight, England, reigning
UFWC champaons, ¢ I not compete. In their
abmence hosts Uruguay wok the honours, and
so became the first offical world champons.
But because Uruguay had never played nar
beaten England, England remamed the
unoffical champions - until they were
beaten the following year by Sex that i

Then, in May 191), something funny
happened Scnddand lost §-0 sway to Austria,
and the URWT ule left the Brinsh Lsles for
the fist nme It dikn't stay on the continent
for long. though England brought the nde
back the following year before the houg
navons passed the ttle amangse thermselves

‘I’s obvious the UFWC comes from
adisgruntled Scotinan anorak,’
moans Englishman D Plant

once more untl 1939, Then England kst o
Yugoslavia, and the utle was subscquently
passadd between Iraly, Switrerland, "I-fv).
Germany and Sweden before England
regained it in 1947 But football was now
a world game, and in 1950, England were
famously humbled 1-0 by the Unitedd States.

he UFWC crown 1ex furst erip 1o the
\mencas, where the haton was

passed berween powertul

natoms hike Branl and Argenting

Iodu.l:mhnmhghh
have held the UFWC title, including mest
mapor European and South Amerscsn teams.
Of the curvent top 20 FIF A ranke ades, onhy
Turkey and Cameroon have el I taste
unoffical ghary

Unlikely natums who hgve he bl the nle
include the Dutch Annilles sheds - [a—
dhnﬂd\’u-*hh
2-1 back in March 1963, wned Lrwed, who) besr
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Ihe L 1‘\( I|T|-. was again Conteste i

Jongade the Workd Cup in 1974 |""‘I 1 "
1994 and 1998, Then Furo 2000 saw the btk

pass between four reams within 12 days
[Dunng that bwimament, | nurlan | agair Facedd
LW utle-halders  Germany I he
CGiermans had knocked Fnglan tolt
1974 and 1990 \World Cups and out of §

04, but England hed aken the UFWC T
from Germany in 1966 and 1975 Un t

occasion, Alan Shearer headad the only goa
of the game, though given that the title exists
only on p aper, there was no trophy for th
| ngland ‘L"}'[“’ to hold aloft. In any case
cclebranons would have been short-Ived, with
England surrends nng the title to Romania
three days laver in a hapless -2 defeat

In the knodkout round, Traly beat Romania
then France beat ltaly in the final. Post-Euro
2000, Spain beat France and held the uthe fow
exactly a year through o March 2002, Then
the Netherlands beat Spain, meaning the
UFWC utle was not contested at the
2002 World Cup finals, as the Dutch filed
o qualify. Holland managed to retain the ade
for a full 18 months, before rl“”‘,t’ to the
Crech Republic in the qualifying stages
of Euro 2004. The Crechs then looked o be
rakang the utle to Portugal, unul they lost
a fncnaﬂ_\ match to the Rq‘ul-]u of Ircland in
March of thus year, Ireland held off Poland
and Romania, but then Jost the title to Nigena
- the first ime in its history that the UFW
utle had gone to an Afncan nanon

So at the ume of wniting, the unofficial
world champions are... Angola. Yes, lowly
Angola, Listed 78th in FIFA's flawed world
n.nilng\ and perhaps better known for avil
warfare than for footballing prowess. But
Angola are champsons on ment - they ook
the tide in June when they beat Nigenia 1-0
m 3 World Cup qualifier

While some will say the very notion of
lowly Angola being crowned champions
devalues the entire competition, others will
celebrate the exatement of 3 tournament that
allows an underdog to nup in and steal the tite
Shock results occur in boxing title fights,
s0 why should football's version be any
different® And offical football tournaments
are not exactly immune to upsets, as Greece
proved at Euro 2004,

Even Ligger shocks may yet be in store for
the UFWC Minnows Angola play veriable
tadpoles Rwanda on Scptml[:cr 4 as the

The current [unefficlall
World Champions: Angola.
Bring on Brazil, eh boys?

—_—

Better known for civil warfare than
footballing prowess, the unofficial

world champions are now Angola

qualifying stages for World Cup 2006
continue. Should the champs hold off that
challenge, Zimbabwe and Algeria are up next.
Previous bolders Nigeria scem best equipped
to deprive Angola of the ule, but the two sides
don't play each other again until next June.
In the meanume, Angola remain unoffical
champions - even if you fudge the rules.
UFWC statistician Stefan Gee fmﬂm.n.
Germany, used the 1930 Waorld Cup finals
as the starung point for his research, but the
outcome was the same. “Angola sull come out
as champions,” he confirms. “This might raise
a few cycbrows, more so than if the
Netherlands or the Czech Republic were sull
champions, but [ sull think this is a great way
of calculaong the real world champions.™
The UFWC also operates an all-ume
ranking system, in which sides are awarded

N meanin
n x edge that the victor will bhecome B¢

their
|!,-[,.|l-
wercn 't ar
Ili'l‘l'lll I
Winton sa |
1In|\-.--':|| | top
“Whatap tak
D. Plant on the UFW
us that the UFW(
d Scot
staustics ar d an anorak
In fact, none of the UTW(
Seottish, UFWC statto Day
l'm;lnhh_uh.rh.;“‘. n Ar

twiddlir

obvio

I
rruntle
1o a disgrun

the project while
during the school holidays. “I
be a bit of fun,” he says, “bur it 4
As lor the rankings, he s ays, “I'y
Scotland are the best team ey
England stay above Arpennna'”

The UFWC remains very p
unoffical, but it does now ha
organisation via the website www f,
But what does the future hold ¢,
rournament that claims to be the b
international football’s real chy,
Sepp Blatter has long been tounng , o,
international tournament to ] in b, .
between World Cups and Contine
Championships, and the UFWC py 4,
welcome bonus of not requirng o
additonal matches to be played, whidh v
no doubt find favour with club mse
across the world.

So what do FIFA think of the Unoficd
Football World Championships: “As kegs
P(mlc have fun with football and it's e
in the spint of respect for all involved &
non-violation of the Laws of the Gire »!
the ethics of sport, FIFA 1s more than heps*

a FIFA suit. *“We wish the UPWC &
a lot of fun!”

And let’s not lose sight of the fx1 s

FIFA-sanctioned fun is whar it's all ot
The UFWC clearly isn't going ==

A or supplant the World Cup =
s00n, but there is a good enoyme

® be had in watching an appare?
international friendly wit &
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